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ART UNIT 
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PAULRAJ, Christopher 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Examiner: 

1. This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 36 C.F.R. §§§ 1 .56. 
1.97 and 1.98. The items Hsted on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 may be deemed to be pertinenl 
to the above-identified application and are made of record to assist the Patent and Trademark 
Office in its examination of this application. The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully 
consider the items and to independently ascertain their teaching. 



2. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 

3. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Slatemenl 
shall not be construed as an admission that the information cited in this Statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentabihty as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), 
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4. An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed by the 
applicant within any one of the following time periods: 

( ) Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 
continued prosecution application under §1 .53(d); 

( ) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
§1.491 in an international application; 

( ) Before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits; or 

( ) Before the maihng of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under § 1.114. 

5. An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed after the 
period specified in paragraph (b) of this section, provided that the information disclosure 
statement is filed before the mailing date of any of a final action under § 1.113, a notice of 
allowance under § 1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and it 
is accompanied by one of: 

( ) The statement specified in paragraph (e) of this section; or 
(X) The fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the $1 80.00 fee and any additional fees 
required for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 
02-2051, identifying our Docket No. 26200-1 1. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Dated: May 15, 2003 




Gregory S. Kolocouris 
Reg. No. 47,714 



BENESCH, FRIEDLANDER, 
COPLAN & ARONOFF, LLP 
2300 BP Tower 
200 Public Square 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2378 
(216) 363-4453 
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5,543,172 




Jakubisin et al. 


08/06/1996 






AF 


5,585,150 




Sheehan 
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5,910,514 




Greenberg et al. 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 
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Date of Publication of 
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Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confonnance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



^ Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code {WlPO Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. * Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. "Applicant is to place a check mari^ here if English language Translation is attached. 

BunJen Hour Statement: This form is estimated to talte 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231. 



